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Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 
The Parable of the Sower 
Introduction 
Matthew 13:1–9 and 13:18–23 teach us how God’s word meets different kinds of hearts. Jesus 
tells a story about a farmer scattering seed. The same seed falls in different places, but the results 
are different because the soil is different. 
Jesus isn’t giving us this parable so we can judge other people. He’s inviting us to look at our 
own hearts. Are we open to God’s word? Are we shallow? Are we crowded by worry? Are we 
letting grace take root and bear fruit? 
This parable comes after growing opposition to Jesus. Some people are listening with faith. 
Others are resisting Him. Some are curious but not committed. Jesus uses this story to explain 
why people can hear the same message and respond in very different ways (France). 
The good news is that the sower keeps sowing. God’s word is scattered generously. Grace 
reaches hard places, shallow places, crowded places, and fruitful places. 

 
Background of Matthew 
Matthew’s Gospel presents Jesus as Israel’s Messiah and the fulfillment of God’s promises. The 
Gospel is deeply connected to the Old Testament and shows that Jesus brings God’s kingdom 
near. 
Matthew was likely written between AD 70 and 90, during a time when Jewish and Christian 
communities were wrestling with identity after the destruction of the Jerusalem temple. Matthew 
reminds believers that Jesus is Emmanuel, God with us, and that His kingdom continues even in 
uncertain times (Davies and Allison). 
Matthew often focuses on discipleship, mercy, righteousness, fulfillment, and mission. Chapter 
13 begins one of the major teaching sections of the Gospel. Here, Jesus teaches in parables, using 
everyday images to reveal truth about the kingdom of heaven. 

 
How This Text Fits in Matthew 
By Matthew 13, Jesus has been teaching, healing, forgiving, and calling people to follow Him. 
Some respond with faith, but others reject Him. The religious leaders are becoming more hostile. 
The Parable of the Sower helps explain the mixed response to Jesus. The problem is not with the 
seed. The seed is good. The issue is the soil. In the same way, God’s word is good, but people 
receive it differently (Keener). 
This passage also prepares the disciples for ministry. They will share the good news, but not 
everyone will receive it. Still, they are called to keep sowing. 

 
Wesleyan Perspective 
John Wesley would have seen prevenient grace in this parable. The seed is scattered before the 
soil produces anything. God’s grace comes first. God reaches toward us before we fully 
understand, believe, or respond (Collins). 
Wesley also taught that we grow in grace through the means of grace, such as prayer, Scripture, 
worship, Communion, fasting, and Christian fellowship. These practices do not save us by 
themselves, but they help keep the soil of our hearts open to God. 
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The good soil represents a life that hears, receives, understands, and bears fruit. Faith is not 
meant to stay hidden. Grace received becomes grace lived. 

 
Verse-by-Verse Study 

Scripture Main Meaning Details That Are Easy to Miss 

Matthew 
13:1–2 

Jesus sits beside the lake, and a large crowd 
gathers. He gets into a boat to teach while the 
people stand on the shore. 

Jesus teaches outside the 
synagogue. The kingdom is being 
announced in ordinary places, not 
only formal religious spaces. 

Matthew 
13:3 Jesus says a farmer went out to sow seed. 

The focus begins with the 
generosity of the sower. The seed is 
scattered widely, even in places that 
may not seem promising. 

Matthew 
13:4 

Some seed falls along the path, and birds eat 
it. 

The path is hard because it has been 
walked on. This pictures a heart that 
has become closed or resistant. 

Matthew 
13:5–6 

Some seed falls on rocky ground. It grows 
quickly but withers because it has no root. 

Fast growth is not always deep 
growth. A quick emotional response 
may fade when faith becomes 
difficult. 

 
Matthew 
13:7 

 
Some seed falls among thorns, and the thorns 
choke the plants. 

 
The plant begins to grow, but it is 
crowded. This soil may look alive 
for a while, but it cannot become 
fruitful. 

Matthew 
13:8 

Some seed falls on good soil and produces a 
large crop. 

The good soil is not flashy. It is 
open, receptive, and able to sustain 
growth. 

Matthew 
13:9 Jesus says, “Whoever has ears, let them hear.” 

Jesus is calling for more than 
physical hearing. He is calling for 
faithful response. 

Matthew 
13:18–19 

Jesus explains that the seed on the path is the 
person who hears the message of the kingdom 
but does not understand it. The evil one 
snatches away what was sown. 

The word reaches the person, but it 
does not take root. Hearing is not 
the same as receiving. 

Matthew 
13:20–21 

Jesus says the seed on rocky ground is the 
person who hears the word and receives it 
with joy, but has no root. When trouble or 
persecution comes, that person falls away. 

Joy is not the problem. The problem 
is lack of root. Discipleship needs 
depth, not just excitement. 

Matthew 
13:22 

Jesus says the seed among thorns is the person 
who hears the word, but the worries of life 
and the deceitfulness of wealth choke it, 
making it unfruitful. 

Worry and wealth can both take 
over the heart. They make us live as 
if everything depends on us. 
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Matthew 
13:23 

The good soil is the person who hears the 
word, understands it, and bears fruit. 

The harvest varies, but fruit is 
present. God’s grace produces 
visible life in different ways. 

 
Four Kinds of Soil 
The Hard Path 
This heart hears the word but does not receive it. Pain, pride, fear, or resistance may keep God’s 
word from entering. 
The Rocky Ground 
This heart responds quickly but has no depth. When trouble comes, faith withers because it has 
not taken root. 
The Thorny Ground 
This heart hears the word, but worry, busyness, money, or fear crowd it out. The word begins to 
grow but becomes unfruitful. 
The Good Soil 
This heart hears, understands, receives, and bears fruit. The fruit may look like love, mercy, 
patience, courage, forgiveness, generosity, repentance, or faithful witness. 

 
Main Takeaways 
The seed is good. 
The sower is generous. 
The soil matters. 
Hearing God’s word requires more than listening with our ears. 
A crowded heart struggles to bear fruit. 
God’s grace can soften hard places, deepen shallow places, and clear crowded places. 
The Church is called to keep sowing the word, even when results are mixed. 

 
Personal Reflection Questions 
What kind of soil best describes your heart right now? 
Are there hard places in your life where God’s word has trouble getting in? 
Are there shallow places where your faith needs deeper roots? 
What worries or distractions may be crowding your heart? 
Where do you already see God’s grace bearing fruit in your life? 
What is one practice that could help you become more open to God’s word this week? 

 
Application 
This parable invites us to ask God to tend the soil of our hearts. We cannot make ourselves 
fruitful by willpower alone, but we can open ourselves to grace. We can pray. We can listen. We 
can worship. We can study Scripture. We can receive Communion. We can stay connected to the 
body of Christ. 
The good news is that soil can change. Hard ground can be broken open. Rocks can be removed. 
Thorns can be pulled. God’s grace can make room for new growth. 
Jesus still speaks. The seed is still being sown. The question is whether we will make room for it 
to take root. 
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